	Record of Best Interest Decision – Covid19 symptoms - Home testing	
Under the provisions of the Mental Capacity Act 2005

Mental Capacity Act 2005		Recording a Best Interest Decision

This best interest decision relates to the decision to undertake home testing, when the person has developed symptoms of Covid-19.
Once an assessment of capacity has been undertaken and has determined that the customer is unable to make an informed decision in relation to significant changes or choices in their lives this decision may need to be made on behalf of the customer.
The person who makes the decision on behalf of the service user who lacks capacity is known as the ‘decision maker’ and should be clearly identified.
In order to be clear whether an individual’s best interests have been adequately considered, the following form needs to be completed.  Answers should include sufficient detail to provide an audit trail or evidence of the process and the decision made.

Please note:
Once completed, the best interest decision form should be saved in the customer’s personal file and on the U:Drive in the Legal section of their file.

Guidance in italics
	Name:
	Name 

	Address:
	XXXX



	DOB:
	XXXX



	Presenting issue 
Does Name have capacity to understand and complete home testing when showing symptoms of Coronavirus?



	Sources of information (e.g. reports, assessments)
Discussion with the individual.
Support plan and risk assessments
Capacity assessment in relation to care and treatment, with support.
Discussion with relevant people involved with the individuals support.





	Persons consulted
Include carers, family, deputies, IMCA, advocates
	Relationship to relevant person
	When consulted
	Opinion

	XXXX
	XXXX
	XXXX
	XXXX

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Note - all answers must be evidenced
	Is the person likely to regain capacity at any point?
No, due to the nature of their learning disability it is unlikely that Name will regain capacity.
If so, can this decision be deferred?
No, but it can be reviewed if Name or any relevant other stakeholder feels a review is necessary. This can be done at any time.



	What has been done to involve the person in working out their best interests?
Name has been consulted and involved in completing their support plan, the capacity assessment and informed of the best interest decision.



	Previous thoughts and feelings which pertain to this matter: 
We have ascertained that Name does not the capacity to understand due to their support needs and they will be under constant supervision and control and not free to leave. 
The level of support is a proportionate response to the likelihood and seriousness of harm and there is no less restrictive alternative, given the risks associated with the current pandemic.



	Existing relevant instructions:
The agreed sections in the Names support plan, relevant risk assessments, capacity assessment.



	Values and beliefs of the person:
We have taken into account the individual’s choices, cultural and religious beliefs.



	Other relevant circumstances:
Name lives in a domiciliary setting. Due to The Supreme Court judgement in March 2014, they meet the acid test and they have been assessed as lacking the capacity to consent to their care arrangements.





	Who is the decision maker?  
Registered Manager 



	Options to be considered
	Is it in the person’s best interests?
	Rational

	To not support Name to complete home testing for Coronavirus should they be symptomatic. 










To support Name to complete a home testing
	No













Yes
	Name is in the recognised vulnerable group advised by Government. 
However, they do not having the capacity to understand the consequences to themselves and to others should they contract Coronavirus, and therefore there is increased risk of transmission.  Therefore they would need to self-isolate in line with government guidelines. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Supporting home testing would potentially reduce the period of self-isolation.




	Best Interests Decision:  
In relation to new testing guidelines the UK public have been advised if they are showing symptoms of Coronavirus they should ensure they receive a test either by going to a recognised test site, or testing at home by using the home testing kit. 

It has been recognised Name has been assessed as not having capacity to understand their care and treatment in relation to their support plan.

If name is showing  symptoms of Coronavirus Name will not be able to independently access a test site,  it has been assessed to avoid further unnecessary exposure aspire staff would not provide support to the test site in a vehicle.
Either
In the event of Name showing signs of Coronavirus, It has been agreed that a best interest decision will be made on Name’s behalf to enable staff to support them to request a home testing kit, to reduce intrusive practices staff to support Name to complete the test themselves. If this is not possible due to Name’s ability to complete a self-test, staff to complete the procedure for Name and return the kit for results.
Staff will support Name to observe the government guidelines, until the results of the test are received. If the results are positive to follow Government guidelines in relation to self-isolation. Staff will follow Government guidelines relating to notification of people who may have been in contact with Name. 
OR 
In the event of Name showing signs of Coronavirus, It has been agreed that a best interest decision will be made on Name’s behalf to enable staff to support them to request a home testing kit.  However, Name will not use the home testing kit themselves or tolerate staff completing the procedure.  On balance the requirement to accept the risk and for Name to self-isolate outweighs the risk of having to use physical interventions and restrictions to proceed with home testing.  Therefore Name must self-isolate in line with Government guidelines. Staff will follow Government guidelines relating to notification of people who may have been in contact with Name.
Although staff are supporting Name to observe the government guidelines a Deprivation of Liberty will not need to be applied for if the restrictions are the same for the wider community, which in this case is true. Name is not subject to any more restrictions than the general public.



	List any persons consulted not in agreement with decision
XXXX



	Does the decision need to be reviewed?
Yes this will be reviewed in line with government advice in relation to Covid-19 guidelines, especially those that relate to testing and self-isolation.

If so When?
In response to ongoing advice from Government and Department of Health advice



	Signed:
	XXXX

	Designation:
	XXXX

	Date:
	XXXX
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