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In this issue: 

Yorkshire’s Sure Got Talent! 
 

More than 120 people auditioned for the Yorkshire’s 
Got Talent competition throughout November and the 
standard was very high. Over 50 people had the judges 
pressing their buzzers to put them through to the semi-
finals in early December and, of these, 20 people made 
it through to the final at Garforth Working Men’s Club. 
 
On the day the place was packed to the rafters with excited  
performers and their supporters.  The atmosphere was fantastic –   
as were the finalists.  Elvis was in the building, along with Michael  
Jackson, Morecambe and Wise and a myriad of other superstars.   
 
It was Tina Turner (aka John Wilson) who wowed the crowd with    
his performance of Simply The Best.  Second place went to Frank 
Sinatra (aka Stuart Hick) for his powerful rendition of … 

 
(continued on page 2) 

Photo: John stru ng his stuff as Tina Turner 
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Exciting Awards news 
 

The Tenfold Leeds  
Learning Disability Awards 
are back for 2018!  
 

The Awards recognise 
some amazing people and 
celebrate the  fantastic 
work done in Leeds to  
support and improve the  
lives of people with a 
learning disability.   
 
The first Awards were held 
back in 2013 when over 
250 people joined stars 
from the world of            
television, sport and  
entertainment to enjoy an  
inspirational red carpet 
evening.   
 

We’re delighted to let you 
know the 2018 Awards will 
be held on Friday, 22nd 
June at the Queens Hotel 
as part of Leeds Learning 
Disability Week.   
 
Nominations will open at the Tenfold AGM so, if you 
know someone who you think deserves to be  
recognised, you will be able to put their name forward 
from 24th January by going to www.tenfold.org.uk to 
read about the categories and download your  
nomination forms.  

Commitment to Carers 
We’re proud to say we have signed up to the Leeds Commitment to 
Carers and have committed to 3 actions this year: 
 

 To continue to provide information for family carers through the 
website, social media, newsletter and information sessions; 

 To provide carer awareness training to staff; and 
 To remind staff to let us know if they are carers so we can  
 proactively support them. 

 

We’re running another information session for family carers.  Kate Huthwaite 
from Chapeltown Citizens Advice Bureau has kindly offered to talk about welfare 
benefits.  The session will be run on Tuesday, 27th February and be repeated on 
Tuesday, 20th March at 11am on both days.  The talk will last approximately an 
hour and we’ll follow this with a light lunch.  
 
If you would like to attend one of the sessions, please ring Carolyne on 0113 
378 1920 to book your place which will be allocated on a first come/first served 
basis.   

Yorkshire’s Got Talent cont 
… My Way and Sandra Dee (aka Jane 
Walsh) took third place with a song from 
Grease.   
 

Well done to everyone who took part, to  
Helen who put the artists at their ease on 
stage, the judges (Billy, Shirley, Vicky, Tim 
and Ailsa) for their hard work and to Sky 
Fallers for performing at the event and for 
supporting some of the acts.  
 

There’s a link to a video from this event on 
our website at:       
 

www.aspirecbs.org.uk/newsletters/january-2018 
 

Top to Bo om: 
Elvis (Stephen C) 
 
Sandra Dee (Jane) 
 
Heather & Zoe 
‘Rolling Down the 
River’ 

Andy making our commitment 
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Your News 
 
People who attend the Strawberry Lane base had a great time 
on International Day of Older People. They joined with ladies 
and gentlemen who go to Armley Helping Hands day service 
to celebrate together. 
 
 
The Holmsley Green gang certainly know how to dress to  
impress:  they were spotted at their local bus stop wearing  
Super Hero outfits on their way to the Tiger Tiger Club Night in 
November! The following month we saw them sporting their 
best bibs and tuckers for the Leep the Bridge Christmas Ball.    
 
 
We asked you to tell us about your experiences – good or bad – 
when you go out and about in the community through a drawing, 
photo, poem or story.  Janet won the Creative Arts Competition 
with a picture of her “lovely day” in Scarborough.  Many 
congratulations to Kevin and Babs who were runners up and 
well done to everyone who took part.   
 
 
On their holiday to Greece the guys from Morley community base 
got to visit the ancient Olympic Stadium at Olympia and to line up at 
the start. 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Alan or ‘Big Al’ who has recently celebrated his 
70th Birthday … and is still playing rugby! 
 
 
 
 
 
The yoga classes are very popular at our Holt Park Active 
community base. 
 
 
 
 
Following on the success of our partnership working with 
Leeds Rugby Foundation, we are now looking at partnering 
with Leeds United Foundation too.  So, from January, we’re running 
a 10 week pilot of enjoyable 5-a-side football with people we      
support in our east/north east community bases.   
 
 
Throughout January and February we’ll be supporting 
people who use Aspire services to complete an annual 
satisfaction survey.  This is your opportunity to tell us 
what you think and let us know your ideas for how we 
can make services even better in the future. 



There were some spooky goings on across Aspire during Halloween: parties, coffee mornings,  
discos and a zombie walk!  Sky Fallers played at the Halloween themed Beat It Night and the  
photo booth was well used at Holt Park.  Find links to our Halloween-related videos at:       

www.aspirecbs.org.uk/newsletters/january-2018 
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Our annual Design a Christmas Card Competition had hundreds of wonderful entries again this 
year. The overall winning design – a footprint reindeer – was by David from Blackgates community 
base.  Congratulations to him and everyone else whose design made it to the shortlist.   

Christmas is always a busy time of year and 2017 was no exception.  Along with lots of Christmas 
fayres, parties, coffee mornings and lunches there was a Games Extravaganza for community  
bases in the west/north west.  Here are a few photos to give you a flavour of all the festive fun.  



Triathlon Tri-Outs at John Charles Centre and then 
every Wednesday 10am until 12 noon 

DIARY DATES 
 

Cultural Awareness Day at the Irish  
Centre, York Road from 10:30am to 2:30pm  
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Carers Information Sessions at Westfield Chambers 11am—
12:30 pm.  Ring 0113 378 1920 to book your place(s) soon 

 
11th Jan 

 
27th Feb or 
20th March 

 

10th 

Jan 

Leep the Bridge Club Night at Tiger Tiger from 7 to 
10pm with a Disney theme 

 

18thJan 

Caring at the Crypt 
           Those kind hearted folk at Audby Lane supported living  

service donated 3 big boxes of Christmas gifts for the  
homeless to St. George’s Crypt.  When they dropped off the 
gifts they were given a tour round by Martin who works there.  
He explained about all the things they do for the homeless and 
people who are lonely.  The crypt was really grateful for the 
gifts and said they would make a difference to people at 
Christmas. 
 

Some staff at our West/North West supported living  
service and Aspire head office at Westfield Chambers  
donated money in lieu of exchanging Christmas cards with 
each other. They raised £295 and donated this to St. George’s 
Crypt too.  

Will be playing at the Cultural Awareness Day on 11th January and for  
YAMSEN at West Park United Reformed Church on the 12th January 

 
Sky  

Fallers 

Please note the following service closures for staff training:  
 
17th Jan— Potternewton Day Service and ENE community bases  
 
24th Jan— Bramley Day Service & WNW community bases  
 
26th Jan— Rothwell Day Service and SSE community bases  

Staff 
Training 

Days 
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Becklin Café...It’s Official 
We took over running the Becklin Centre Café back in 
July.  The handover went really well and without any 
loss of service.  One of our ambitions for the café was 
to offer permitted earnings work placements to some 
of the people we support.  Five café trainees have 
since been recruited and they have completed their 
induction training.  Therefore we decided to  
celebrate by holding an official launch of the new  
café on the day they began work.  There’s a link to a 
video from this event on our website at:       
 

www.aspirecbs.org.uk/newsletters/january-2018 

Lord Mayor Drops In 

Customer Council representatives were 
happy to welcome the Lord Mayor of 
Leeds (Councillor Jane Dowson) to their 
meeting in October.  Cllr. Dowson  
explained how she became Lord Mayor 
and what the role involves.  She also  
answered questions from the reps and  
listened to concerns they raised about   
not being able to use their bus passes  
before 9:30am and the state of pavements 
around the city.   

Festival of Tag Rugby  
The annual event at John Charles Centre for Sport showed that you don’t 
need to be young or male to play rugby!  Tag rugby is a non-contact game: 
players wear a belt with ‘tags’ hanging down at each side.  The team in  
possession runs with and passes the ball in an attempt to score a try whilst 
the opposing team tries to pull a tag off the belt of the player carrying the 
ball (which is equivalent to being tackled).   
 
Aspire fielded 4 mixed teams: Middleton, Garforth, Barleyfields and East/
North East Community Bases and were cheered on by a large number of 
supporters.  The weather wasn’t brilliant but it didn’t stop people having fun, 
Chris Godfrey from Leeds Rhinos Foundation sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to Alan 
(one of our customers) which was a highlight of the day.  

White Ribbon Campaign 
 
The White Ribbon Campaign raises awareness of abuse and           
violence against women by men.  Staff and customers across           
Aspire pledged their support for the campaign again this year.            
In fact, we had so much support that we were able to post                
dozens of photos on Twitter throughout the whole 16 days of  
action.   
 
Thank you to everyone who got involved.  

Ronnie Rhino handed out cer ficates to everyone who took part. 



Aspire Community Benefit Society Limited is a registered society in England and Wales under the Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014.   
Registered number: 7062 HMRC Charities Reference number: EW36148  VAT number: 215 0549 36  Registered Office: Unit 2 Westfield Chambers, Lower Wortley Road, Leeds LS12 4PX 

Farewell 
We wish Graham Wright, Wendy 
Brayshaw and Konrad Pawlowski    
all the best on their retirements.  
 
Thanks to them for all their hard work 
and dedication to Aspire over the 
years. 

 

The newsle er is available 
as a hard copy or to   
download from the news 
sec on of our website 
where you’ll also find the 
accessible e‐news version 
at:     
   

www.aspirecbs.org.uk 

We’d Like to Say… 
 

Congratulations to Jack Homer who is based at        
Potternewton day service. Jack is through to the finals 
of the British Care Awards in the newcomer category.  
 
Well done to Sky Fallers who opened the show at the 
Leeds 2023 bid submission event.  They owned that 
stage and certainly got the crowd going with a terrific 
set!   
 

 

Thank you to everyone who completed the annual staff satisfaction survey.  We’re going through the 
feedback now and will use this when developing our action plan within the 2018/19 Annual Plan.  

 

Well done to the South/South East supported living service 
who, like their colleagues in the East and West supported living 
services, have been rated as Good in their first CQC inspection 
since we launched.  You can read their fantastic report at:   
http://www.aspirecbs.org.uk/aspire-our-cqc-ratings.  
 

Welcome to Sebastian who was born on 5th October weighing in at 6lb 11oz and 
congratulations to proud mum Rebecca (our Communications Co-ordinator).   

Sad News 
We are sad to report the deaths of Sean 
Mitchell and Dennis Dale who we have 
supported over the years.  They were 
both much loved and will be missed by 
all those whose lives they touched.   
 

Our deepest condolences  go out to their  
families and friends. 

And Finally… 
Our new Changing Places booklet is 
out now.  Copies will be available at 
each of the locations that have a 
Changing Place.  We’ve also given one 
to everyone who uses our special care  
services.   
 

If you would like a copy you can    
download it from our website at:  
 

http://www.aspirecbs.org.uk/aspire-publications 
 

or ring us on 0113 378 1920 and we’ll 
post a copy out to you.  

News Team 
 

News writer & editor     – Carol Benson 
e‐News producer/narrator  – Shaun Pilkington                                       
Newsle er producer   – Sophie Dent/Jenny Klinger 
Reporters  – Ailsa Ryder, Caroline Terry & Tim Snell 
 

Don’t forget to tell us your good news stories so we can let 
everyone know about them.  Please send them to:  
carol.benson@aspirecbs.org.uk. The next issue of our news‐
le er will be out in: 

April 2018 


