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In this issue: 

Launch of Aspire 
 

We are delighted to bring you our first newsletter as Aspire 
Community Benefit Society.   
 

On 1st August Aspire formally took over delivery of the services which we 
previously provided as Leeds Learning Disability Community Support     
Service.  We are a staff-led social enterprise and it was important to us 
that our customers, family carers and staff experienced a smooth change 
over from Leeds City Council to Aspire.  Happily this has been achieved.   
 

We are looking forward to building on our vast experience of delivering 
high-quality, person-centred, care and support services to people with a 
learning disability and to developing new services in the future. 
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Service News & Xmas 
Meet our apprentices, update 
on service modernisation and 
Design a Christmas Card     
Competition 2015  

Top: Hundreds of buns and an enormous celebration cake were baked by staff; Lynne Nettleton 
and Sam Jones, two of the bakers, cut the cake 
Bottom:  Cllr Lisa Mulherin and Andy Rawnsley, Chief Executive, at the official launch and launch 
party celebrations. 



Read All About It 

Welcome to our new style newsletter which will bring you 
up to date with what is happening across our service.   
The newsletter is aimed at customers with a learning    
disability but staff, family carers and partner organisations 
can read it too!  We would welcome your contributions 
and feedback.   

The newsletter is published four times a year in  
January, April, July and October.  It is available 
as a hard copy or to download from our website 
at www.aspirecbs.org.uk.  If you prefer to watch  

 an accessible e-news version, this can also be  
 found on the website.   

 There are also extra news items and more  
 in-depth coverage of some of the stories in the  
 ‘news’ section of our website. 

For those of you who like up-to-the-minute 
news and information you can follow 
@AspireCBS on Twitter.  

Summer Fun & Festivals 
The sun shone for Learning Disability Week 2015.  We held all the regular activities such as Customer Awards, 
Meanwood Fest, 5-a-side football tournament, boccia tournament and Picnic in the Park.  There was also the    
bi-annual Tenfold Learning Disability Awards, a fashion show featuring ‘up-cycled’ hospital staff uniforms and 
dozens of people joined the sponsored walk around Swinsty Reservoir, raising over £1000 for Africa’s Gift.  New 
for this year was the Interactive Café at Bramley Fulfilling Lives Service, launch of Café Leep and a wonderful 
walk Down Memory Lane at a vintage tea room.  

South Leeds Summer Fest was a day of sun, fun and music.  Groups from services across Leeds entered the 
‘Battle of the Bands’ - trying to out sing, dance and dress the others.  Live performances from Dene Michael (of 
Black Lace fame), Steve Chapman-Smith and our very own band - Sky Fallers—made this a terrific day.  

Let Us Eat Cake 
There have been lots of coffee  
mornings in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support throughout    
September.   
 

Bramley Fulfilling Lives Service 
and Delph View both held one, 

whilst Wellington   
Gardens held two:  
one of these was a 
joint effort with  
officers from Pudsey 
police station who 
made the buns and 
cakes. 

Top Row (L to R):  Sponsored Walk, Lisa M at Summer Fest, Picnic in the Park, and Linda W holding the 
women’s trophy at the Football Tournament  

Bottom row (L to R): Dene Michael at Summer Fest, Ramshead Wood with their football trophy, Boccia 
Champions from Waterloo Court and Dramarama Down Memory Lane.  

Top: Peter N with PCSOs 
from Pudsey 

 

Bottom:  
Bramley Fulfilling Lives 

Service 
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Dramatic Endeavours 
When the Rugby World Cup 

2015 came to Leeds we were 

given some free tickets, so   

several lucky customers were 

supported to see the game played live at Elland Road. 
 

Staff and customers from 

Hillside even got in on 

the action.  They saw an 

advert asking for          

volunteers to take part  

in ‘TRY Collective              

Endeavour’.  They signed 

up with Dep Arts to put on a performance in the FanZone 

at Millennium Square.  Three hundred people took part 

(that’s one for every player in the starting line-up).      

Everyone had to practice in small groups before coming 

together for the final rehearsal.  Although it was hard 

work the group really enjoyed learning the routine and 

taking part in a spectacular event.     
 

Both our drama groups 

have been keeping very 

busy.  Dramarama         

performed songs and 

dance from Grease for  

Aspire’s official launch 

event.  The packed         

audience loved it, and the group was booked to perform 

again at Leeds City Council’s annual  Leadership           

Conference.   
 

Meanwhile, the Phoenix Showstoppers is no more.  Fear 

not though because the ever popular group has been     

re-launched as The Ginger Cat Theatre Company.  Over 

the past 10 years the Showstoppers have put on a wide 

range of memorable productions including Wizard of Oz, 

Priscilla Ella and Oliver!    

The group is already      

rehearsing for a             

performance at the Leeds 

City Council Awards for 

Excellence event. We wish 

both groups even more 

success in the future.   

Sad News 
We are sad to report the death of four much-loved 

people who we have supported over the years.  

Glennis Jarvis, Gerald Humphries, Christine Clegg 

and Muriel Taylor will be missed by all those whose 

lives they touched. Our deepest condolences go out 

to their families and friends.  

Sporting Triumphs 
Over the past few months Yorkshire Cricket Club 

has been coaching customers from the west and 

south.  So, what better way to test out their new 

skills than to have a match between the areas?  

Each of the teams had 17 players and everyone 

got to bowl and bat for one over.  There was a 

great atmosphere as the tension built and both 

sides played really well.  In the end the south team 

won by 5 runs and took the cup but a re-match is 

already being planned.  

The Learning Disability Tag Rugby Festival saw 

over 200 children and adults from across Yorkshire 

and Humberside take part.  This was the 15th      

annual event which is organised by Leeds Disability 

Sport and is hosted by the Rhinos Foundation at 

the   Carnegie Stadium, Headingley.  We entered 7 

teams drawing players from Kirkstall, Rothwell, 

Middleton, Morley, Otley, Guiseley, Beeston and 

Wetherby. 
 

Everyone who took part was presented with a 

medal by players from Leeds Rhinos, and Ronnie 

Rhino was on hand for photos.  Best wishes to 

Derek Thorp who was injured whilst making a  

spectacular try. 
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Other News 
 

Customers love to go to the twice yearly Octopus Club 

theme nights.  These are held at the University Union 

and are supported by staff from West Yorkshire          

Playhouse and the University.  All the DJs on the night 

are adults with learning disabilities and around 40 adults 

with  learning disabilities work on the event.  

 
 

Aspire has become a member of Tenfold which supports 

voluntary sector organisations who work with and for 

people with a learning disability in Leeds.   Tim, Caroline 

and Ailsa, our customer involvement co-ordinators, went 

along to the Members Network Meeting in September 

where they were able to put questions to Cllr. Lisa      

Mulherin, the executive member for health and social 

care at Leeds City Council.  They also learned about the 

acting opportunities that are available for customers 

with Dark Horse Theatre and about using Twitter.  

 

Congratulations to 

Slate on their 10th  

anniversary.   They 

celebrated with 

the official opening 

of their new ‘Feel 

Good’ furniture 

store in Armley.   

 

Slate welcome donations of unwanted books, furniture, 

clothes, bric-a-brac etc. and can collect these from you. 

Floral Success 
Congratulations 

to customers 

and staff at 

Holmsley Green 

who won the 

prize for Best 

Balcony in a 

gardening  

competition.  This was run by their landlords and 

was open to all Accent’s tenants across Yorkshire.  

Accent provided the pots and plants; the gardeners 

had to design and pot up their planting scheme.  

They also had to remember to water all the       

containers, hanging baskets and planters every 

night!  Yet they still found time to make ceramic 

plaques at their community base at Rothwell      

Leisure Centre to decorate their containers.   
 

Green-fingers were also on show in the west of 

Leeds where Iveson Wood Rise ran their own   

flower show.  Customers and staff from across the 

service entered the competition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holt Park Active’s garden is blooming, and the   

garden at Calverlands community base in         

Horsforth has been transformed into a beach     

retreat.  
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Members of Sky Fallers (our pop, rock and funk band) have      
decided to organise a benefit concert to raise money for              
re-building after the Nepal earthquake.   
 

Two other learning disability bands in Leeds – The Outsiders and 
Ultimate Thunder – have generously agreed to help by playing a 
three band gig.   
 

This not-to-be-missed event is taking place at Wharf Chambers, 
23-25 Wharf Street from 7-11pm.  They are expecting a lot of 
people to come along, so make sure you buy your tickets early.  
They cost £5 (in work) or £4 (unwaged) with free entry for      
carers.  Please ring David on 0796 107 3063. 

      Diary Dates 

 

22
nd

 
OCT 

 

Leep the Bridge is presenting the Connect in the North 20th birthday 
party at Tiger Tiger, Albion, Street from 7 - 10 pm.  The theme is 
1990s (fancy dress optional).  

Tickets £7.00 (carers free) 0113 243 9477 or pay on the door. 

Connect in the North’s AGM starts at 6pm and members should   
contact them to claim their free (limited number) ticket on 0113 
270 3233. 

 

Halloween Disco at Blackgates community base from 11am-2pm.     
Tickets cost £5 including lunch, snacks and drinks, but you must 
pay in advance.  So brush the cobwebs off your wallets and give 
them a call on 0113 378 1286 if you dare!  

 

19
th 

NOV 
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Halloween Disco at The Tetley from 7-10pm.    Contact             
Carol-Ann at The Bridge on 0113 276 2720 to buy your        
tickets which cost £7.   

 

Remember this is the closing date for getting your paintings, 
drawings or photographs into the  Design a Christmas Card  
Competition. 

 

13
th

 
NOV 

 

29
th

 
OCT 

 

28
th

 
OCT 

The Central office at Roseville closes and we move to: 
 

Unit 2 Westfield Chambers 

Lower Wortley Road 

Leeds LS12 4PX 

 

12
th

 
OCT 



News Team 
 

Newswriter/editor – Carol Benson 

e-News producer/narrator – Shaun Pilkington 

Newsletter producer – Rebecca Heim 

Reporters – Ailsa Ryder, Caroline Terry & Tim 
Snell 

Don’t forget to tell us your good news stories so 
we can let everyone know about them.  Please 
send them to carol.benson@aspirecbs.org.uk 

The next issue of our newsletter will be out on: 

 13th January 2016 

Arrival of Our Apprentices 
Welcome to Ian, Emmeline, Rebecca, Sumiera 
and Siobhan who have joined Aspire on an  
Apprenticeship Programme.  They will spend a 
year on placement with us plus attend college.  
At the end of the year we have guaranteed 
them interviews for permanent Support  
Worker posts.  We wish them every success 
with Aspire and hope they go on to have long 
and rewarding careers. 
 

The apprenticeship programme is aimed at 
getting people aged 18-24 into care work.  
Taking on apprentices enables us to build on 
our success with the We Care Academy which 
aims to support people into careers who have 
been unemployed for a long time.   

 

Congratulations to everyone who has been   
successful in the recent Support Leader and  
‘additional hours’ interviews.  The interviewing 
panels had a tough job given the standard of 
the applicants.  The process for external      
recruitment of new Support Workers is        
underway.   

Aspire Community Benefit Society Limited is a registered society in England and Wales under the Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014.   

Registered number: 7062 HMRC Charities Reference number: EW36148  VAT number: 215 0549 36  Registered Office: Unit 2 Westfield Chambers, Lower Wortley Road, Leeds LS12 4PX 

Robin L formally opens the new 
Technorth base with Cllr. Lisa 

Mulherin 

Day Service Modernisation 
We are now into the final phase of the day services   
modernisation programme which we began in the south 
of Leeds.  Since 2009 we have opened 24 community   
bases across the city.  Most recently we have opened our 
second base at Technorth in Chapel Allerton.  This was 
needed to meet demand for places following the        
successful opening of the original base.   
 

Work has already begun to develop new community    
bases at Barleyfields Community Centre in Wetherby and 
the community centre at Cross Gates.    These  should be 
ready by the end of the year.   

Operations Director Neil Morrisroe (far left) 
and Chief Executive Andy Rawnsley (far 

right) welcome the apprentices 
And finally …... 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas because we 
have launched our annual Design a Christmas Card    
Competition.  We want customers to send us their 
paintings, drawings or photographs with a Christmas or 
winter theme.   
 

The closing date is Friday, 13th November so we need to     
receive your entries by 5pm on that day.  Please do not 
write any words on the front of your picture, but do     
remember to write your name on the back of any you 
send in, together with the name of the service you go to 
or where you live.   
 

We will look at all your  
pictures and choose the 
ones we like best.  There 
will be prizes for the     
winners and runners-up in 
each area, and they will all 
be invited to a          
presentation on                
9th December.  The overall 
winning design will be 
used as the Aspire     
Christmas card for 2015. 
Good luck! 


