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 Design a Christmas Card 

With over 200 entries for the 2013 Christmas Card Competition, the judges 
had a tough job picking their favourite pictures from each area this year.   
After much debate, ten images were short-listed.  The artists were invited to a 
celebration event where, amid much excitement, prizes were handed out.  The 
overall winner was Leanne Cluderay from Ramshead Wood Fulfilling Lives 
Service.  Her painting will be used for this year’s Learning Disability          
Community Support Service Christmas card.   

                  Learning Disability  
Community Support Service Newsletter 

 
 

 Christmas Card Competition 
 Customer News Round-up 
 Day Service Modernisation 

 Awards for Excellence  
 Health Task Group 
 Christmas Events 

www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/LDCSS-learning-disability-community-support-service.aspx 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 
 

Overall winner Leanne Cluderay (Ramshead Wood) 

 
West  1

st
  Roddy Perry (Waterloo Court) 

 2
nd

  Michaela Kemp (Pudsey Outreach) 
 3

rd
  Carl Robshaw (Bramley) 

 

South     1
st

  Linda Bedford (West Ardsley)  
 2

nd
  Keith Paterson (West Ardsley)  

 3
rd

  Wanda Jedryzcak (Hillside) 
 

East  1
st

  Alan Grogan (Richmond Hill) 
  =2

nd
  Gareth Murphy (Ramshead Wood)  

  =2
nd

      Craig Lavello (Potternewton)  
 

Congratulations to all the winners 
from each area 

Snowman  

Leanne Cluderay 

Snowman  
Alan Grogan 

Reindeers  
Linda Bedford 

Leanne receives her award from 
Andy Rawnsley 

Bells  
Roddy Perry 

 



 
Rugby Mania 
Customers from our service again entered the national  
disability tag rugby festival held at Headingley Carnegie  
Stadium in September.  Over 150 disabled children, young 
people and adults took part in this fantastic event which is a 
chance for tag players to grace the same pitch as the Leeds 
Rhinos and Leeds Carnegie. 
 

Colleagues in Sport and Leisure organise the event together 
with Leeds Rugby Foundation, Rugby Football Union, Rugby 
Football League and local clubs.  All participants received  
medals and certificates.  This year the BBC and Gabby Logan came 
to film the event for their “Get Inspired” series and you can view the 
clip on YouTube at: http://youtu.be/4iJi6nRCSjA.   

 
Ian Mcguire went to see the Rugby League World Cup holders New 
Zealand beat Papua New Guinea 56-10 at Headingley Carnegie  
Stadium and win a place in the quarter finals.  The biggest cheer of the 
night was when the Kiwis did the Haka War Dance and Ian really  
enjoyed himself.  Sadly New Zealand went on to put England out of the 
competition in the semi-finals when they scored in the last  
seconds of the game to take the victory 20-18 at Wembley.  

 

 Dancing Shoes 
Customers and staff enjoying the Grease and Leep on 
Dancing club nights held at Tiger Tiger in September and 
November. 

Jungle Drums 
In September the Beautiful 
Octopus Club opened its 
doors to clubbers dressed as a variety 
of wild animals!  Why?  Because the 
theme this time was Jungle Book.   
 

Running up to club night customers 
could choose workshops to learn either 
to play with the Live Octopus Band, 
contribute to the stunning artwork to be 
displayed in the university, or learn  
DJ-ing skills and play their own set.  
The night was very well attended and 
everyone got into the jungle spirit.  Well 
done to Nicky Taylor for organising  
another great night. 

Save the Date 
Learning Disability Week 2014 will be held from 16

th
 to 22

nd
 June  

with Picnic in the Park taking place on Friday, 20
th
 June 2014. 

Tag rugby  players  wearing 
their medals 

Ian at Headingley  

Jungle line-up 

 

 

http://youtu.be/4iJi6nRCSjA


 
 
Spooky! 
Congratulations to Blackgates 
community base!  They won 
the Council’s healthy eating 
project pumpkin carving  
competition for team effort. 
They were given a wonderful 
hamper of fresh fruit, berries 
and cereal.  

 

Rothwell Fulfilling Lives  
Service had a special  
visitor - a rescued  
tortoise named Mo (after 
Mo Farah due to its 
speed)!  The response 
from the customers was 
amazing and the visit                                     

       ….was a big success. 

 
Globe Trekkers 
Last Christmas Wayne Walters achieved his long held dream of seeing 
Celine Dion perform live at Caesar’s Palace when he travelled  
independently to Las Vegas.  With support from colleagues at  
Roseville and Glenn Richards (his KeyRing Community Living  
Volunteer) Wayne planned carefully for his trip of a life-time.   
 

In just one week Wayne managed to visit the Grand Canyon, Madam 
Tussauds, the Mirage Volcano and the Venetian Hotel.  He also  
developed a taste for chocolate and vanilla milkshakes.  In fact, Wayne 
had such a fantastic time that he’s going again this Christmas.  Although 
he plans to see some new sights, including the Harley Davidson café, Titanic exhibition and  
taking a helicopter flight over the ‘Strip’ at night, he will not miss the opportunity to return to 
Caesar’s Palace to see Celine Dion in concert. 
 

Earlier this year Peter, George and Mark from the South Leeds  
Supported Living Service in Morley went on holiday to Pefkos in 
Rhodes.  Along with their support workers, Howard and Charles, the 
men enjoyed exploring the local area, trying different food and  
relaxing around the swimming pool.  They saved some energy for  
the Eclipse Bar where they danced the night away!  Everyone had  
a great time. 

 

 

Diversity Calendar 
 

December 
4th

  December – Al-Hijira (Islam)
25th 

 Christmas Day (Christian) 
 

January 
5th 

  Birthday of Guru Gobind  Singh (Sikh) 14th 
  Makar Sankranti (Hindu) 16th 
  Tu B’Shevat (Jewish) 31st   
Chinese New Year - Year of  

 The Horse  

February 
8th

  Nirvana Day (Buddhist) 14th
 St. Valentine’s Day (Christian) 

28th
 Maha Shivaratri (Hindu) 

 

March 
1st 

 St. David’s Day (Christian) 
5th

 Ash Wednesday (Christian) 
16th

  Purim (Jewish) 17th
 Hola Mahalla (Sikh)   Holi  (Hindu)   St. Patrick’s Day (Christian) 

30th
  Mothering Sunday (Christian) 

Wayne Walters at the 
Grand Canyon 

Angela getting up close 
and personal 

Peter, George and Mark 
at the Rock Café Bar 

Your Views Matter 
Customers and family carers have been letting us 
know their views by completing surveys recently.   
In the next edition of the newsletter we will let you 
know what you said about what we do well.  We will 
also tell you what you said you would like us to do 
better and how we are going to do this so we  
can continually improve our services.  



Day Service Modernisation 
The new 
community 
base at  
Middleton 
Leisure 
Centre 
opened in 
July.  It was 
a smooth  
transition for 
customers leaving the West Ardsley/
Rothwell services and everyone was very 
excited.  A BBQ was held at the base for 
customers and parents/carers who wanted 
to visit and see the new facilities.  At the  
official opening for the Leisure Centre in 
September all the Councillors for the  
Middleton Park ward attended together with 
Cllr Lucinda Yeadon, executive member for 
leisure.  Customers and staff at the      
community base made everyone welcome 
by providing refreshments, and there was a 
fabulous cake to share. 
 

Leeds City Council leader, Councillor 
Wakefield, officially opened Middleton Park 
in September.  Customers on permitted 
earnings have been supported by staff to 
run the café in the visitors centre since last 
December.  The café continues to be    
popular and is open every day during the 
week from 10:15 until 2:15.  It is operated 
by Friends of Middleton Park at weekends. 
 

In October  
the new  
community 
base at Holt 
Park Active in 
Cookridge 
opened.    
Customers are 
settling in to 
the wonderful new 
facilities which 
include a gym, garden, café, swimming  
and hydrotherapy pools.   
 

To add to the good news, Changing  
Places toilets have been provided as part 
of the new facilities at both Middleton     
Leisure Centre and Holt Park Active which 
brings the total in Leeds to seventeen. 

 

 

Safe Places in the News 
The Leeds Safe Places scheme  
was featured in the Yorkshire  
Evening Post (13

th
 November).   

The article explained how the  
scheme works and called upon  
businesses across Leeds to  
become Safe Place locations.  We are making a 
DVD about Safe Places and you can see a short 
clip from it on YouTube at: 

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=2t85z6R8ODY  
 

Mark Burns-Williamson is the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for West Yorkshire.  It is Mark’s job 
to oversee policing and set out a police and crime 
plan based on local priorities.  Marie Simpson and 
Carol Benson have met with Mark to tell him about 
Safe Places in Leeds.   
 

Some people with learning disabilities came to the 
meeting and told powerful stories about times in 
their lives when they have felt unsafe.  Safe    
Places schemes are being launched all across 
Yorkshire and Humberside but there are            
differences between them.  Mark said he will help 
us to get the police service more directly involved 
and, like us, he is keen that people are able to  
recognise Safe Places whether they are in Leeds, 
Bradford, Wakefield or Hull. 

 

Cllr Lucinda Yeadon cuts 
the cake 

Suresh and Louise 
getting up to speed 

 

Wrong Songs 
Customers of The Bridge and invited guests  
enjoyed a concert and workshop given by the pop, 
rock and punk band the Wrong Songs at Holbeck 
Community Centre.  This was the band’s second 
appearance following a very successful visit earlier 
in the year.  The trio brought along microphones, 
instruments and amplifiers so that everyone could 
join in.   
 

The aim of Wrong Songs is to promote exciting,  
creative, performing arts opportunities for all.  They 
certainly managed to do that.  The atmosphere was  
buzzing as they worked 
through a set which  
included songs by Lady 
Gaga, Scissor Sisters,  
Guns and Roses, Adele 
and Abba.  We are     
already looking forward 
to another visit!  Many 
thanks to David, Susie and 
Alex.    

Daryl is rocking! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2t85z6R8ODY


 

 Awards for Excellence 
Dozens of staff from our service were nominated for 
recognition in the 2013 Adult Social Care Awards for 
Excellence.  Not only were many named as runners 
up in each of the twelve categories but we had five 
overall winners! 
 

Noreen Metcalf was recognised for spending money 
wisely, Janet Hoult for making a difference and Paul 
Hamill was named apprentice of the year.  Caroline 
Hezelgrave, who works as a kitchen assistant at  
Potternewton Fulfilling Lives Service and has a  
learning disability, picked up the award for personal 
achievement.    
 

Britta Ofori-Kuragu, who 
rushed to the aid of a  
colleague struck down by 
a brain haemorrhage, was 
named as colleague of 
the year.  Britta was out  
helping with a customer’s 
weekly shop alongside her  
well-respected co-worker 
Mandy Knight when tragedy 
struck last November.   
Britta contacted the  
emergency services and 
kept Mandy comfortable  
until an ambulance arrived.  
Sadly, Mandy died a short 
time later, just days before 
her 42nd birthday, but 
thanks to Britta’s actions 
her family were able to 
say goodbye.  Mandy’s 
son James attended 
alongside Britta to pick up 
the award. 
 

The event was hosted by 
Denis Holmes, deputy  
director of Adult Social 
Care, and Councillor  
Adam Ogilvie presented 
the awards.  Many  
congratulations to all the 
winners and nominees. 

 Improving Health 

 
The Health Task Group is a group of health 
professionals, service users and carers which 
works together with organisations to: 
 

 help make health services better for  
people with learning disabilities 

 tell people about things services do to 
help people have good health 

 find out what organisations can do to 
make health services better 

 tell the CCG’s and Partnership Board 
and others about what we find out  
about services 

 

We meet every 6 weeks and this year have 
promoted health checks for people with  
learning disabilities as part of Learning  
Disability Week.  We are planning to develop a 
film about improving access to healthcare, 
finding out how hospitals are improving care 
for people and how pharmacy services can 
improve information about medicines. We are 
also thinking about how we can tell more  
people about the Task Group and having good 
health. 
 

We would like to hear from people about what 
they think of health services and anything they 
want to share with us about their experiences 
or things that can be improved.  Please  
contact Norman Campbell chair of the Task 
Group. 

  8432927 

  ncampbell2@nhs.net 

Photos top to bottom:  
Noreen Metcalf, Janet Hoult, Paul Hamill, Caroline 
Hezelgrave , Britta Ofori-Kuragu and James all receiving their 
awards from Cllr Ogilvie and Dennis Holmes 

Members of the Health         
Task Group 
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            We would love to hear about your                   
                  Christmas events and parties.  
                  You can put the details on the 
               Good News Log along with any 
                     photographs, email them to  
                    carol.benson@leeds.gov.uk   
     or post them to us at Roseville Skills 
Building, 65 Roundhay Road, Leeds LS7 
3BQ .  We’ll publish the best ones in the 
March edition of the newsletter. 

Victorian Christmas 
Festivities have kicked off 
with two well attended  
Christmas fayres.  On  
5th December Father  
Christmas took pride of  
place ready to welcome all 
who attended the community  
base at Rothwell Leisure  
Centre and guaranteed the  
event would be a big success.   
 

On 6th December, South  
South East 1 hosted their  
Christmas fayre at the  
Middleton Park café. With  
the aroma of mulled wine  
and the Off by Heart Choir  
singing Christmas Carols,  
this Victorian themed event  
was full of Christmas cheer. 
 

Off by Heart 
The ever-popular Off by Heart Choir, led by Mavis 
West and Sue Tomassi, is made up of over 80 
customers from all across Leeds who love the 
chance to get together and sing.  They were     
invited to sing as part of the “Big 
Sing” at the Saltaire Festival 
where community choirs from 
all over Yorkshire sing in the 
historic Victoria Hall.  There 
were over 100 people     
watching and the choir        
received a huge round of  
applause.  They went on to 
perform at the 30

th
 annual 

Lord Mayor’s Christmas  
Carol Concert in Leeds Town Hall in 
early December. 

Well done to… 
… all the ladies at 
Delph View who 
have lost 10 stones 
between them.  
They have been  
following the  
Slimming World 
plan and attending 
classes.  
 

… staff and customers from the Community 
Base at Morley Library who raised £266 at 
their open day. 
 

… West Ardsley, 
Hillside and Janet 
Gath at Bedford 
Place who all  
organised coffee 
mornings to raise 
funds for Macmillan 
Cancer Research.  
Lots of people turned 
up to support the cause and between them 
they raised almost £1000.  
 

… June from the Growing Zone who was  
featured in ITV’s Surprise Surprise.  Becky 
and customers from Rothwell Leisure Centre 
were featured on the show and interviewed. 
 

… David Norman 
who hosted a coffee  
afternoon in aid of 
Children in Need at 
The Courtyard Café 
in Horsforth, where 
he works, and to  
Peter who was 
awarded his ‘washing 
up’ competency certificate. 

Sally admiring the 
baking on offer 

Linda, Wendy, Sara 
and Shelley at Delph 

View  

David and Peter with    
fellow fundraisers 

Christmas Ball 
Leep the Bridge is hosting a Christmas Ball  
Extravaganza at the Royal Armouries between  
6-11pm on 17

th
 December.  There will be a  

champagne reception, three course meal,  
disco and band.  Tickets cost £23.95 and must  
be purchased in advance from Mandy or  
Carol (0113 276 2720 or 0113 243 9477). 


