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 We have a name!   
After much discussion by customers and staff, and then a vote, 
we have a name for the proposed social enterprise.  The name of 
our new organisation will be … Aspire and we now have a logo.   
 

We had planned to take a report to Executive Board in December 
for them to give us final permission to set up the social enterprise, 
but we have been asked to undertake an extra piece of work to 
ensure everything is ready.  We are now planning to go to Executive Board in early 2015.   
 

In the meantime we are using the time well by working on the contract document to ensure that it  
safeguards all our futures and provides the best possible deal for both Aspire and the Council.  Rest 
assured we will seek to launch Aspire as soon as possible after  getting approval. 
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It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas 
The 4

th
 annual ‘Design a Christmas Card’ competition drew     

over 150 entries from across the service.  Pictures, craftwork 
and drawings of all shapes and sizes poured in, leaving Carol  
Benson’s desk covered in glitter again.  So judging was as      
difficult as ever for the panel of customers and staff; they looked 
at every picture before choosing their favourites which you can 
see inside this newsletter.  Everyone who entered the           
competition will receive a         
certificate.  The artists who made 
the short-list were invited to a  
celebration event where prizes 
were handed out and the overall 
winner was announced.  

Winning designer, Anita Robinson from the 
Aireborough base, being presented with her prize by 
Paul Broughton and Andy Rawnsley 

Winner 



 

Farm to Fork 
Bramley Fulfilling Lives Service contacted Tesco about their ‘Farm to 
Fork’ trail.  The project aims to give people the chance to see where 
their food comes from by learning where and 
how it is grown or made, and what happens to 
food when it gets to the store before it is sold 
and taken home. The group had a tour of the  
supermarket and did some engaging tasks  
before going behind-the-scenes into the   
training room where they played some         
interactive games.  They even made      
doughnuts and other treats which they got to 
take away with them. 

The Short-listed Christmas Cards 
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Hooper 



 
 

Rhinos Rugby  
The 14th annual Leeds Disability Tag Rugby Festival 
took place in September at Headingley Carnegie  
Stadium.  The weather was fantastic as 18 teams of  
children, young people and adults from across  
Yorkshire competed.  The competition was fierce as  
the teams got a chance to play on the Leeds Rhinos 
pitch and Rhinos star Carl Ablett was 
there to hand out medals and certificates 
to all the participants. 

Super Sportsman 
Congratulations to Edward Williams 
who won bronze, silver and gold  
medals at the Special Olympics  
European Summer Games in Belgium.  
Edward is a keen sportsman who  
enjoys many sports.  He has taken 
part in the UK Special Olympics for 
several years, but this was the first 
time he had represented Britain as a 
member of Team GB.   
 

Edward won gold for the long jump, 
silver for the relay and bronze for the 
100 metres race.  He said he was 
“excited but a bit nervous” and that he 
really enjoyed making new friends.  

Footie Re-match 
Following the success of the first 
football tournament held during 
Learning Disability Week, there was 
huge demand for another event.  
Although the October weather was 
considerably colder than in June, 
this did not dampen the enthusiasm 
of players or supporters who  
gathered at Middleton Leisure  
Centre for the rematch!  Also     
Middleton community base         
prepared lovely hot dogs, cakes 
and hot drinks. 
 

Councillor Adam Ogilvie officially 
opened the tournament before the 
players warmed up with a Zumba 
session.  The ladies matches were 
very close with some exciting foot-
ball being played.  The teams were 
mixed from across Leeds and the 
winning trophy is taking pride of 
place in the west at Aireborough 
community base.  The winners of 
the Fair Play Award were West 
Ham (aka West Ardsley Fulfilling 
Lives Service).  The men’s final 
was played between Hull City 
(Affinity Trust) and Tottenham   
Hotspurs (Ramshead Wood       
Fulfilling Lives Services) and 

‘Spurs’ won.  Well done to all. 

Edward Williams at the 
Special Olympics 

Spurs (Ramshead Wood) Team  

Middleton Rhinos Team,  
Sponsored by Partners 

Brewery  

Barbara Flaherty and Julie Hill  

Cllr Ogilvie & Burnley 

The West and South Ladies 
playing a match 

Calendar Girls … and Boys! 
If you are looking for a new calendar for 2015 then you might be 
interested to know that Bramley Fulfilling Lives have brought out 
a calendar featuring their customers.  It costs £5 and the money 
raised will be used to buy equipment for the newly refurbished 
sensory room.  To find out more about how to place an order, 
contact Bramley FLS on 0113 3781024.   



Fire!!! 
There were sirens wailing, blue lights flashing and water everywhere at 
West Ardsley recently … but fortunately no fire.  It was simply that  
officers of the West Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Service based at Morley 
fire station had called round for the afternoon.  They talked about fire 
safety: how important it is to fit smoke detectors in our homes, check the 
batteries regularly and how to keep safe on bonfire night.  Then  

everyone went outside for a display and to see 
the fire engine.  It was a great afternoon.  

Derek Thorpe with an 
officer from Morley Fire 

Station 

Stuart Hick donning a 
firefighter’s jacket 

Get Me Better 
Leeds Teaching Hospital Trust has signed up to 
the Get Me Better Charter and is introducing Get 
Me Better champions into wards and               
departments to help the Trust develop easy read 
leaflets, training and understanding in how they 
can make reasonable adjustments.   
 

Customer Involvement Co-ordinators Ailsa     
Ryder and Tim Snell supported Caroline, Celia, 
Janet, Chris, John and Ian to visit St. James’ 
Hospital.  At the Bexley Wing surgical outpatient 
department they met up with Sadie Dunne, lead 
nurse for people with learning disabilities and 
Sister Lucy John. 
 

Everyone was shown around the department, 
had their weight measured, blood pressure    
taken and got to use a stethoscope to listen to 
each other’s heart and lungs.   
 

When the tour finished they were treated to a 
drink and doughnuts!  Everyone really enjoyed 
the visit and would like to have an opportunity to 
visit another hospital. 

Fabulous Fundraising 
Charities continue to benefit from the wide 
range of fundraising events organised by  
customers and staff across the service.  Over 
the past 3 months there’s been coffee     
mornings galore -  at Delph View, Wellington 
Gardens, Pudsey Community Base, Bramley,           
Potternewton and West Ardsley Fulfilling 
Lives Services to name but a few.  In fact, no 
end of drinks, cakes, bric-a-brac and artwork 
have been sold!   
 

Paul Ingle took  
the ‘Ice Bucket 
Challenge’ at    
Iveson Wood Rise 
over and over 
again as people 
kept re-filling their 
water buckets, and 
Mick Serotsky from 
Bramley Fulfilling 
Lives Service grew a  moustache for   
Movember.   
 

The community bases at Morley, Hillside, 
Blackgates and  Middleton Leisure Centre 
have held Halloween events, an American 
Day, a zombie walk and fair.  In all over 
£3,000 has been raised for cancer and       
epilepsy  charities, Children in Need, football 
kits, Christmas lunches and even an aquari-
um complete with two goldfish.   
 

Well done to everyone involved.  

Mick Serotsky and his 
movember tash 

Sister Lucy John 
shows Janet Simpson 

how to use the 
stethoscope on John 

Wilson 

 



Ghoulish Goings On 
There were strange goings on 
during Halloween.  Customers 
from across the service were 
supported to attend The Tetley 
Halloween event where they 
had a great time and made the 
most of the photo booth. 
 
Hillside Community Base did  a 
Zombie Walk.  Blackgates    
Community Base held a party 
where customers dressed in 
spooky outfits.  They ate pie and 
peas in the company of bats,  
witches and some very gruesome 
looking Monster Guys.  Vanessa 
Butcher had the scary task of  
judging the Monster Guys on their 
fear factor, blood, gore, ugliness 
and best team effort.  
 

Pudsey Community Base 
held a Halloween hot dog 
lunch and it looks like 
there was a lot of eerie 
fun at Holt 
Park too. 

Fluoride and Flowers 
Well done to Fiona Simcoe who, supported by Jane 
Coates-Bridgewater, has worked on a project being run 
between our service and the Leeds Community Dental 
Service.  The project aims to promote oral health care and 
Fiona stood in front of more than 20 people from Public 
Health organisations to talk about dental hygiene.  She  
delivered her part of the presentation with passion and 
confidence and the organiser of the event, Dawn Chandler, 

said “Fiona made an excellent    
contribution to the session and she 
was an inspiration”.  Fiona received 
flowers and a certificate following 
her valued input and a big thank you 
from Jane and Dawn.   
 

Fiona is happy to talk to any  
customer at Bramley Fulfilling Lives 
Service who are scared about going 
to the dentist or who are having  
problems with their teeth. 

Gary Molkin, Ben Johnson , Gareth 
Hutchinson  and Wilf Atherton 

Hillside customers ready to do 
the Zombie Walk 

Cheryl Stead visits Pudsey Hot Dog lunch 

Sheila Carroll, with Kieron 
Williams, dressed as an alien 

at Holt Park 

Amrik Reehal, Maggie Cunningham, 
Nicola Harvey and Tasneem Farouk  

Diversity Calendar December: 
17th  Hanukkah begins (Jewish) 25th  Christmas Day (Christian)  

January: 
8th  Milad un Nabi (Muslim) 14th  Makar Sankranti (Hindu)  

February: 
8th or 15th Parinirvana (Buddhist) 14th  Valentine’s Day  18th  Ash Wednesday (Christian) 19th  Chinese New Year   (Year of the Goat)  

March: 
1st  St. David’s Day (Christian) 15th  Mothering Sunday 17th  St. Patrick’s Day 20th  Spring Equinox (Pagan) 29th  Palm Sunday (Christian)  

April: 
2nd  Sri Mahavir Jayanti (Jain) 5th  Easter Sunday (Christian) 13th  Vaisakhi (Sikh) 

Stephen Mayhew and Darren 
Kibbler in their costumes 

Winning 
Monster Guy 

created by 
Morley base 

 
 



 
 

Bus Driver Tributes 
When the Phoenix Showstoppers drama group were asked to perform at 
the annual Passenger Transport Awards for Excellence event, they took 
the opportunity to tell the bus drivers and escorts how much they are 
valued.  Maureen Duffy from Hillside talked about how much her drivers 
(Keith and Peter) mean to her, and Janet McDonald from Strawberry 
Lane spoke about her driver and all the help she receives from him.  
The group danced and performed a drama piece about the changes  
customers have had over the years with their transport through the day  
service modernisation.  In true Showstopper style there was also a lot of laughter, not least when   
everyone watched an hilarious music video cooked up by Martin Brennan from The Bridge, Philip 
Coates and Shaun Pilkington.  The group certainly brought the house down and enjoyed the rest of 
the awards ceremony.  Afterwards they were congratulated by a lot of people on their performance. 

Celebrating Café Workers 
Earlier this year Middleton Park was given a  
prestigious Green Flag Award by the ‘Keep Britain 
Tidy’ charity.  The award lets members of the  
public know which places are well-maintained and 
have excellent facilities.  In 2013 alone there were 
8,300 visitors to the new café which is run by our 
service during the week and the Friends of  
Middleton Park at weekends.  Alan Shaw, Chair of 
the Friends of Middleton Park, said the award  
recognises the hard work of everyone including 
our customers.  
 

A Café Workers Celebration event was held to 
mark the achievement of customers who run the 
café, and the staff who support them.  Before  
enjoying the lovely buffet lunch, the café workers 
were tested on their health and safety knowledge.  
They read out their statements of achievement 
before being presented with a certificate and a 
new uniform. 

Across the Pennines 
 
When Geoff, Pat,  
Andrew and Clare 
from Audby Lane 
Supported Living 
Service visited the 
set of Coronation 
Street they had a 
great time.  They 
walked down the    
cobbled streets of 
Weatherfield and 
went behind the bar 
of the Rover’s       
Return. 
 
 
Philip Lamb is a big Strictly Come Dancing fan 
and has long held an ambition to learn to      
ballroom dance.  So he started going for dance  
classes 18 months ago with his support worker, 
Christine Orrah, with a plan to fulfil his dream of 
dancing in the Ballroom at Blackpool Tower.  
Earlier this year Philip achieved his ambition 
when he independently booked a holiday to   

Blackpool and Christine 
agreed to meet up with 
him there.  On the Big 
Day Philip proudly led 
Christine onto the dance 
floor in the Tower       
Ballroom. He thoroughly 
enjoyed the whole          
experience and has now 
got the     confidence to      
attend dance classes on 
his own.  

Andy Rawnsley models 
the new uniform The Middleton Café Team 

Tim Snell & Vanessa Butcher 
give Darren Mortimer his 

certificate 

Lisa Collins, Darren Tyreman 
& Sara Finister answer the 

health & safety quiz 

The Phoenix Showstoppers 



UPCOMING EVENTS... 

Cultural Awareness Day  

Organised by the Equality & Diversity Matters group and     

taking place at Hillside on 16th January.  Look out for the flyer 

during December for more details. 

Afternoon tea with  Father Christmas 18th
 December at Unit 1, Hillside between 1:00-2:30pm.  Entry is £3.00 to include a mince pie, 

drink,  photo with Santa and small gift. 

Awards for Excellence 

Our service was well represented 
again at the annual Leeds City  
Council Awards for Excellence.  In 
fact we had multiple nominees in five 
out of the eight categories.  These 
were not only individuals who have 
gone the extra mile, but whole staff 
teams, customers and partner  
organisations.  Star of the show for 
us this year was undoubtedly Wayne 
Walters who won the Personal 
Achievement Award.  Wayne, who 
has a learning disability, has worked 
for Leeds City Council for 22 years. 
He gained an admin post in our  
service in 2010 and has worked hard 
to improve his skills.  His confidence 
has grown a great deal and he now 
travels independently, not just at 
home but abroad too.  On winning 
the award Wayne said he was  
“flabbergasted, but amazed and  
really pleased at the same time”.   
 

Well done Wayne.  

Wayne with Cllr  
Ogilvie and 

Sandie Keene 

Changing Places 
We had a first for Leeds recently when we took delivery of a brand new 
mobile Changing Place toilet unit.  The specialist toilet has all the  
facilities of a standard Changing Place: hoist, adult-sized changing bench 
and space for a person, large wheelchair and up to two carers.  The   
mobile unit will be available at numerous outdoor events thanks to       
colleagues in the Events Team who will manage bookings and tow the 
unit to sites.  So look out for the new mobile Changing Place at events 
such as the German Christmas Market, Classical Fantasia, Breeze and 
Learning Disability Week.   

 
There is also a Changing Place at Assisted Living Leeds, a new   
one-stop centre housing a range of specialist services to support 
people with physical, learning and care needs to live safely.  This 
brings the number of Changing Places across Leeds to nineteen.   
 

You can see where they all are at:  
www.leeds.gov.uk/changingplaces.  

Cllr Yeadon, Andy Rawnsley, 
Claire Roberts and Cllr Ogilvie  

Dancing Through Life – The Nia Way.  

If you want to have fun, feel good about yourself and keep 

healthy then you might be interested in going along to these 

dance sessions for people with a learning disability.       

Sessions cost £3.50, carers get to join in for free. They will 

run every Thursday morning from 8
th January between 

10:00-11:00am.   

Useful Websites 
www.autismleeds.org.uk is a new website full of information 
for adults with autism or Aspergers, their carers and  
professionals.  It provides a directory of local services with links 
to their web sites so you know where to go for more  
information.  
www.trip-ability.com is a website dedicated to sharing  
experiences of travel, entertainment and products with the  
disabled community around the world.  Much like Trip Advisor, 
this site invites people with a disability to write reviews based 
on their personal experiences of service provision and  
holidays. 

 
 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/changingplaces
http://www.autismleeds.org.uk
http://www.trip-ability.com
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Day Service Modernisation 
Garforth Community Base at the leisure 
centre opened in November enabling  
some customers from the former Rothwell  
Fulfilling Lives Service to move in from 
their temporary base at West Ardsley.  
Once everyone has settled in there will be 
an official opening in January.   

Works at Scott Hall leisure centre have  
begun, and the major works at  
Fearnville leisure centre have been  
completed.  The focus here is now on the 
‘finishing off’ jobs with the aim of opening 
the community base in the New Year.   
 
Finally, the external building work at the 
new Rothwell site is almost complete.  
There’s been a lot of energy and effort  
expended lately by many different people 
to pull together and deliver the interior  
design, and this work is due to begin  
shortly so we are still on track for the  
building to be finished by the Spring.   

 

And Finally... 
Don’t forget to tell us about your good news 
stories.  We can include the best ones in 
this service newsletter so that everyone 
gets to know about them!  You can put your 

stories and photos on the 
Good News Log or e-mail 
them to:  
 
carol.benson@leeds.gov.uk 

 Farewell 
We bid a fond farewell to two members of the Directorate 
Leadership Team.  In November Sandie Keene retired  
following a career in social work spanning 40 years, the 
last seven of which have been here in 
Leeds as Director of Adult Social Care.  In 
addition to driving change to deliver better 
services, Sandie was elected   President 
of the Association of Directors of Adult  
Social Services in 2013/14.  In this        
national role she was able to put Leeds’ 
successes on the map and advise    
Whitehall and Westminster at a time when 
the Care Act was being prepared.  
 

Paul Broughton is retiring in December having spent the 
last 28 years working for Leeds City Council.  Paul has 
worked in a number of directorates and 
disciplines over the years including       
revenues & benefits, customer access,  
audit and financial management.  In his 
role as Chief Officer – Care Delivery he 
has led the council-provided residential, 
day and community services for older  
people and people with disabilities or  
mental health needs.  
  

We wish them both long, happy and fulfilling retirements. 

CQC Inspections 
Congratulations to the Scotthall Grove Respite Service 
who received another glowing report following their latest 
Care Quality Commission inspection.  All the standards 
were met and the inspector had no requirements or      
recommendations for the service.  If you go to http://
www.cqc.org.uk/ and type in ‘Scotthall Grove’ in the 
search box you can read the full report, and see the      
fabulous quotes from customers and carers.   
 

The East North East Supported Living Service is currently 
involved in piloting the new CQC inspection process.  
CQC’s aim is to have a richer and broader understanding 
of quality, and to rate services according to how safe,  
effective, caring, responsive and well-led they are using 
four levels.    

Progress at the new centre 
at Rothwell  

Sad News 
We are sad to report the death of five much-loved people 
who we have supported over the years.  Robert Bagnall, 
Colin Kelly, Rima Karia, Liz Holden and Ryan Hughes will 
be missed by all those whose lives they touched.  Our 
deepest condolences go out to their families and friends.  

mailto:carol.benson@leeds.gov.uk
http://www.cqc.org.uk/
http://www.cqc.org.uk/

