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Exciting News about the Social Enterprise 
On Valentine’s Day the Council’s Executive Board approved our proposal to  
formally consult with staff about an opportunity to deliver our service as a social 
enterprise.   We are looking to do this so that we can protect jobs and the services 
we are all committed to as well as, hopefully, developing new services for other 
people with learning disabilities in Leeds.  If we get the go-ahead the social  
enterprise will be owned and run by staff.  We will have a staff ballot and if there is a positive  
endorsement we will start setting up the Board and get the legal work underway.  We would then go 
back to Executive Board at Christmas to seek permission to launch the social enterprise in early 2015.   
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Love is in the Air 
Fun was had at the Holmsley Green  
Valentines Party, which included a 
dance competition.  Heather Marson 
won third place, Daryl Scales took  

second place and Christine Clegg 
came first.  Tony Dawson took 
the opportunity to propose to his  
girlfriend, Leanne, and she said 

YES.  Anne Moir, Christine Clegg 
and Heather Marson (pictured left) 
also celebrated their birthdays, 
they all turned 21—again! 

Brit Awards 
Peter Mitchell, with the help of his  
support worker Zoe, entered a  
competition to win 2 VIP tickets for 
the  Brit Awards 2014 ….. and he 
won!!   Peter and Zoe travelled to  
London by train on the day of the 
Awards.  They watched performances 
from Beyoncé, Katy Perry and the  

Arctic Monkeys, to name but a few.  Peter wore his Tuxedo and 
looked very smart.  Their seats overlooked where all the pop 
stars sat at tables.   The lucky winners enjoyed a free meal and 
then went to the after-party where they danced the night away 
until 1 o'clock in the morning.  Peter was having such a good 
time that he didn't want to go home!!  

Diversity Calendar March: 
1st

  St. David’s Day (Wales) 4 th
  Shrove Tuesday (Christian) 

14th
  Red Nose Day 17th
  St. Patrick’s Day (Ireland) 30th
  Mothering Sunday  (Christian)  

April: 
13th

  Vaisakhi (Sikh) 15th
  Passover (Jewish) 20th
  Easter Sunday (Christian) 23rd
  St. George’s Day (England) 

 
May: 
5th

  May Day Bank Holiday 14th
  Buddha Day (Buddhist)  

June: 
8th

  Whitsun (Christian) 15 th
  Father’s Day 23rd
 to   Learning Disability 28 th 
 Week  

Top: Tony Dawson pops 
the Big Question to 

Leanne Benson 

www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/LDCSS-learning-disability-community-support-service.aspx 

 See Andy Rawnsley talking about the social enterprise on the E-Newsletter on our website 



 

  Caving Adventures 
Customers and staff from the community 
base at Rothwell Sports Centre got a 
chance to try their hands at indoor caving 
recently, when they visited new accessible 
facilities at Leeds Sailing & Activity Centre.  
Donning safety helmets and lamps they 
looked for stalagmites, stalactites and fossils.  
Everyone was buzzing with excitement and pride at their 
achievements and eager to tell anyone who would listen about 
their adventure.  The group is already looking forward to their next 
visit to the centre at Yeadon Tarn when they will be canoeing and 
sailing. 

Caribbean 
Scene 
Ian  
Atkinson 
wanted to 
do  
something 

to brighten up the 
winter months, so he decided to 
bring a bit of sunshine into his 
home.  Ian put a Caribbean mural 
up in his room so now everyday is 
a holiday!  

Christmas Jollies 
Headingley Heart, Strawberry Lane and Bramley Annexe had a joint party at Dennison 
Hall in Armley.  Andrew Lynch said it was a fantastic party.  He enjoyed himself so 
much and even got to sing on stage with the famous artist Paul Pocket Rocket!  

 
Christopher and Terry dressed as Laurel and Hardy for 
Albert Court’s Christmas party – and looked superb!  
Customers decided they wanted a fancy dress theme 
and, as you can see from the pictures,  it was a  
roaring success.  The staff at LA Fitness entered into 
the spirit of the party by wearing Christmas jumpers and 
ensured that everyone had an amazing time. Many  

parents and family members also attended and said that this was their best party yet.  
 
It’s become a great Christmas tradition in the Waterloo Service to hold the annual 
Christmas party at Bramley Elder Road Club. Vanessa Peel and Simon Thompson 
work really hard each year to organise it. This year brought customers from  
different  services in the West together for a great social occasion. Spirits were 
high as Santa visited, games were organised, they had a DJ and, of course, a  
buffet. It was enjoyed by all and a perfect way to start the Christmas celebrations. 

 Reunited 
Friday 28th February saw a big reunion 
held at Beeston Sports and Social Club for 
customers who used to attend Moorend, 

 Rothwell and West Ardsley. A good time 
 was had by all, with lots of dancing and 
 smiling faces. 
 
 

 
Old friends were also reunited 
at an event organised by 
Keeping In Touch for  
customers who used to attend 
Horsforth Fulfilling Lives.  

WWE Live! 
Customers from Aireborough and  
Otley Courthouse went to see the 

WWE  
wrestling 
at Leeds 
Arena.  
They 
said it 
was 
amazing 

and fantastic, 
so are eager to 
go again next 
year.  

Sam Wilkinson, Mark 
Firth and Richard 

Irving along with Paul 
Gaile  picking up their 

tickets 

Albert Court Christmas Party 

Barbara Flaherty, Julie Hill & 
Erica Donaghue at the 

South’s Reunion 

Customers enjoy the Horsforth 
Reunion 

Top: Andrew Lynch on 
stage at Dennison Hall 
Centre:  Christopher 
Barker & Terry Simpson 
Bottom: Caroline Spicer,  
from Waterloo, with Santa 



 

 

 Day Service Modernisation 
Holt Park was officially 
opened by local Olympic  
triathletes, the Brownlee 
brothers, Alistair and  
Jonathan.  Customers have 
settled into the community 
base located here, and were 
keen to show guests 
around the new facilities.  
Sandie Keene, Director 
of Adult Social Care in 
Leeds, said it was  
fantastic that people with 
a learning disability are 
engaging with mainstream 
services and are genuinely 
part of the community. 
 
Carers, customers and staff of Potternewton 
and Ramshead Wood were invited to  
information sessions where they were brought 
up to date with the plans for developing new 
community bases in the East of the city. 
 
Strategic Team Group, the company that is  
constructing the new Rothwell building, are now 
on site.  Customers and staff are preparing for 
moving into the building when it is ready later 
this year.  They are deciding what furniture will 
be going in and will soon begin choosing  
colours for the new rooms. 

 
The refurbishment work 
at Bramley Fulfilling 
Lives Service is on 
track to finish soon. 
Much of the building 
has been redecorated 
and the hygiene suites 
have been refurbished.  
The nurses office has 
moved so that they are 
close to the special care 
area, and a postural  
management room has 
been created.  

 
A schedule for the work to create community  
bases at Naburn Court plus Garforth, Fearnville, 
Scotthall and Kirkstall Leisure Centres has been 
finalised with work starting at Kirkstall soon. 

Movie Night 
Laurel (or Hardy?) also  
made an appearance at  
Leep the Bridge’s Movie  
Night. Customers and staff  
from across the service  
became film stars for an  
evening when they dressed up 
as their favourite actor, actress 
or character.  Everyone had an 
amazing time and the photos 
speak for themselves!  

 Ice Cube 
The Ice Cube was well  
attended this year with 20 
customers from across the 
city enjoying a spin in the 
rink.  The session was  
supported by experienced  
skaters from the Ice Cube and 
Leeds City Council’s events team.  It was fast paced 
fun until the weather took a turn for the worse, but 
this didn’t dampen their spirits. 

 Customer Employment News 
 Congratulations to Mark  

Collins from Endecliff  
Outreach who has secured 
a  job at Asda in Adel.  
Mark got the job following a  
successful 6 week work 
placement arranged 
through Mencap Pathways. 

 
Nora Jarvis, who is supported by Bedford Outreach, 
recently retired after 30 years of working as a  
cleaner at Manorfield House residential home for 
older people.   To commemorate her time with the 
Council she received a rose 
bowl and a beautiful gold watch 
and bracelet .  She is now a 
lady of leisure and enjoys filling 
her time with cookery courses, 
art classes and socialising.  
 
Customers on permitted earnings will soon be  
undertaking Health & Safety training.  The course 
will cover first aid, moving and handling, safe  
storage of cleaning products, fire safety and health 
hygiene. 

Richard Irving with 
an Ice Cube team 

member 

Bottom: David 
Francis & Daryl 

Scales  

Bramley Fulfilling 
Lives 

Holt Park Opening 
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A Warm Welcome 
A new member of staff, John Brooks, complimented 
his team for making him feel so welcome when he 
started.  He said that nothing was too much trouble 
for anyone and he was made to feel part of the 
team.  In his first supervision he was told that he 
fitted into his new role well and he believes this was 
helped by the warm welcome he received from the 
staff team at Waterloo, for which he thanked  
everyone. 

 

 And Finally….. 
Don’t forget to tell us about your good news stories.  
We can include the best ones in this service  
newsletter so that everyone gets to know about 
them!  You can put your stories and photos on the 
Good News Log or e-mail them to  
carol.benson@leeds.gov.uk.  

LD Week: 16th—22nd June 2014 Ask your keyworker to support you in  preparing for the photography competition and getting teams together for the football and  boccia tournaments.  Picnic in the Park takes place on Friday, 20th
 June.  The timetable of the week’s events can be found at Through the Maze and Tenfold websites where it is  regularly updated with the latest information. 

UPCOMING EVENTS... 

Satisfaction Surveys 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete and return the 2013  
Satisfaction Questionnaires.  The vast majority of you said the service has  
either improved or stayed the same and that customers’ lives have improved due 
to the service they receive.   

Customer Awards 

This year will see the first ever Customer Awards. 

Look out for more information about this coming 

out soon.  There will be lots of categories from the 

serious to the funny and awards will be presented 

during Learning Disability Week. 

Table Top Sale 

Why not start your spring cleaning at the  

Middleton Leisure Centre community base table 

top sale on 30
th March?  For £7 you can pitch 

your own table on a first come/first served basis 

from 8:30am.  If you’re looking for a bargain, 

admission costs just 50p from 10am.  For more 

information ring 0113 378 2454  

Spring Fayre There will be a spring fayre on 12th
 April  between 12 noon and 2:30pm at 9 Raynel 

Drive, Cookridge.  You’ll need to take plenty of 
cash, because there’ll be refreshments, cakes, 
bric-a-brac, handmade crafts, books, and raffle 
tickets. 

Although satisfaction levels have improved again 
this year for family carers and other stakeholders, 
you told us we need to do more to involve  
customers in the development of the service and 
consult with parents and carers about the support 
given to customers and meeting customers’  
identified needs.   

Overall, an  
amazing, caring 

service My son is very happy 
at his community 

base—he can’t wait 
to get there. 

Everything 
seems to be going 

along very well and she 
is enjoying working in 

the café  

I think the staff who 
look after my brother 

are marvellous 


